
TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY 
 
Texas Lutheran University was founded in Brenham, Texas in 1891 and moved to Seguin in 1912. 

The school was originally named Texas Lutheran College and in 1996 the name was changed to Texas 
Lutheran University. More than 30 major buildings and athletic fields are located on the 184-acre Seguin 
campus.  TLU is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

In 1926, TLU’s first junior college coach, John M. (Jack) Doerfler said he wanted our athletes to be strong 
and tenacious, and so he named them Bulldogs.  From 1926 to 1929, our football teams won 23 games, 
lost six and tied one. Early on, the women’s teams were known as the Amazons, the Bullets (or 
Bullettes), and then joined the male teams as the Bulldogs. 

TLU’s mascot is named Lucky and is most often seen on uniforms and decor for athletic teams. Although 
TLU does not have an official live mascot, Louie the Bulldog served as TLU's unofficial mascot for many 
years. After passing away in 2019, Louie's owner introduced campus to Talulah, our new unofficial 
Bulldog mascot. 

The bell from the campus tower in Brenham was the only piece brought to the newly located TLU and 
has remained here for more than 100 years.  The bell is now rung after athletic victories and other 
special occasions, including graduation. 

Standing in front of the O.G. Beck Center is the abstract statue of Martin Luther—the great reformer of 
the 16th century, after whom the Lutheran Church is named. The 13-foot statue was designed and 
created by Elmer Peterson, former chair of the TLU art department.  It is a gift to TLU from the family 
and friends of Adolph C. Streng, Sr., and is dedicated to the memory of Streng, who was a professor, 
administrator and pastor at Texas Lutheran College from 1929-1973. 

 


