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We welcome you with open arms to the 2026 NLS Annual Gathering at Texas Lutheran University in Seguin, Texas.   As the Host Committee we have been preparing for this weekend for several years now and we have seen God’s grace, love and provision from the tiniest detail to the largest obstacles, and we have become more excited than ever that we have the honor and blessing of hosting you!  Thank you for joining us in Texas to “In the Potter’s Hand”.  We pray this will be a spiritually and physically renewing and reflecting time for all!  We can’t wait to show you our southern hospitality at its finest.
We need to explain to you some “South Texas” terminology and geography!  With our theme being “In the Potter’s Hand”, we feel we should explain to you that the lack of rain coming from the clouds is referred to here as a “dry spell”.  That dry spell usually lasts until early September.  The Texas heat index is somewhere between OMG and Hot as Hell! It will be hot, humid and most likely in the triple digits, so make sure you have water with you to replenish your body.
Now for some housekeeping and general information you may need!  The Host Committee is here to serve you this weekend, and so you will be able to recognize us by the aqua T-Shirt each Host Committee member is wearing.  If one of us cannot answer your question or fulfill your need, we will contact someone who can!  Please keep in mind the following important notice:
· We are very grateful to Texas Lutheran University and especially to their events coordination staff.  Therefore, please honor and observe their rules that this campus does not allow smoking or alcohol consumption.  As always, our goal as a Host Committee is to leave the campus cleaner than we found it.
· We have placed linens, towels, pillows, drawstring bag and water bottles in your rooms.  The water bottles are souvenirs for you to keep and we hope that you will use them and refill them around the campus this week.  Upon check out, please bring your bed linens and pillows from your rooms and place them in the marked hampers near registration upon your checkout.  They will be donated to a local charity or use your drawstring bag to tote your linens, towels and pillow home.
· Please use the following link to access the annual gathering binder which will contain all the information that you need right at your fingertips!!  https://annualgathering.viadecristo.org

We are so glad and excited you are here.  We are eager to serve you and our National Executive Committee this weekend!  In case you cannot find anyone to assist you, please note our cell phone numbers listed below.  We will often have them on vibrate, but we will respond to your call! 
We have worked together to plan an event full of incredible speakers, informative breakout sessions, and some fun events along the way.  It is our desire that you make new friends, renew old acquaintances, learn new ideas to grow this ministry back home, and share and learn from one another.
In His service,
Jerry Gray 972-333-5614
Jane Winge 972-658-4387
2026 NLS Host Committee Co-Chairs
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